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					31 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on Makeover jitters

			
					Makeover jitters

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Makeover jitters The much-maligned Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is trying a makeover for the umpteenth time. Certainly, it has set itself an ambitious goal. At the recent biennial conference of CBI and state Anti-corruption bureaus, CBI chief Ashwini Kumar announced that henceforth its sleuths would complete all investigations within one year. Even Prime Minister […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					26 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on Bas, nahin!

			
					Bas, nahin!

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Bas, nahin! Even though Delhi is readying for the Commonwealth Games and should move quickly to access Central funding for improving its public transport system, it is going slow. The Centre has already sanctioned 1,500 low-floor buses for Delhi and released the first instalment, but Dilli sarkar needs to submit proof of the bus purchase […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					24 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on Maya makes more moves

			
					Maya makes more moves

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Maya makes more moves After a brief lull, UP chief minister Mayawati is back to babu-bashing! She suspended 16 babus, including four IAS officers, who were allegedly involved in a land allotment scam in Noida. It may have helped that the scam took place during Mulayam Singh’s tenure and that prime accused former Noida chairman […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					18 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on Khan-ta laga!

			
					Khan-ta laga!

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Khan-ta laga! As somebody who wears a beard and is Asian, being profiled in various places, is not totally alien to your columnist. But the series of coincidences and the excess of coverage over the SRK-in-Newark incident is bound to have raised eyebrows. On either side. After all, SRK isn’t the first Indian to be […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					11 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on The cost of loyalty

			
					The cost of loyalty

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							The cost of loyalty Loyalty is no doubt a fine thing in babudom, but it does not always pay off. In one particular instance, it led to a major Indo-US deal getting derailed. Apparently the rather clever Americans had the “intelligence” to tap into the room of an Indian mantri. This revelation in itself is […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					11 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on Flu blues

			
					Flu blues

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Flu blues A reluctant Ghulam Nabi Azad, the powerful central health mantri, is moving with alacrity at the spread of panic over a swine flu thatâ€™s speeding slower than the panic. After about six deaths due to the virus all over India, people have been driven by media frenzy into a season of fear. Not […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					06 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on I shot the sheriff, but

			
					I shot the sheriff, but

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							I shot the sheriff, but All of Delhi is buzzing with news about how a major Indo-US deal got derailed. Apparently the rather clever Americans had the “intelligence” to tap into the room of an Indian mantri. This revelation in itself is bound to raise hackles all around, with complete denials likely. The said Mantri […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					03 August 2009 ~ Comments Off on A diplomatic standoff

			
					A diplomatic standoff

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							A diplomatic standoff There is an air of consternation at the reluctance with which the current incumbent at India House in London is packing. Or, more correctly, at the news that he may not even have called in the movers. To say that this is a full-blown diplomatic brouhaha may, of course, be an exaggeration. […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					27 July 2009 ~ Comments Off on Newbies

			
					Newbies

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Newbies Anand Sharma as information and broadcasting minister in the previous regime justifiably got the credit, after the elections, for the fact that he had got his party just the kind of permissible coverage that guaranteed that their achievements were projected correctly on government television. But he, apparently, believes that the benefits of the credit […]

						
					

					
					
						
						 
					
					

			
				

			
					
				
				
					20 July 2009 ~ Comments Off on Does CSR make business sense?

			
					Does CSR make business sense?

					
					
						Uncategorized					

					
					
						
												
							Does CSR make business sense? CSR is attracting the attention of global political leadership â€“ thanks in part to impoverished nation states. US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton did breakfast with captains of corporate India to understand India Inc’s current and future initiatives in the Corporate Social Responsibility area. Later she spent an hour with […]
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